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Dear MCS families and staff, 

Thursday, Governor Gretchen Whitmer issued an Executive Order suspending face-to-face instruction for all public and 
private K-12 schools for the rest of the 2019-2020 school year. This raises numerous questions for our students, families 
and staff. We are working cooperatively with the WISD and our peer school districts to answer those questions as soon as 
possible. 

Some things we know that were outlined in the Executive Order: 

At the state and district level: 

● Our physical school buildings will remain closed to students through the end of the school year in June, unless the 
Governor indicates it is safe to reopen and lifts the restrictions. 

● School employees will continue to be paid through the end of the school year. 
● Instruction and other supportive services will continue for our students for the remainder of the school year. Wet 

must develop a Continuity of Learning Plan that is appropriate and accessible for all families in our district. Our 
administrators, teachers, and ancillary staff are working hard to develop ways that meet the needs of all our 
students, especially students with Individualized Education Plans (IEPs) and students in poverty. 

● District facilities may be used by public school employees and contractors for the purposes of facilitating distance 
learning or to conduct minimum basic school operations, as long as they practice social distancing. We understand 
staff may wish to come pick-up additional materials, files, and personal items from their work sites. Plans and 
schedules for building access will be developed and communicated as soon as reasonably possible. If an 
immediate need to enter a MCS facility arises, you must submit a request at least 24 hours in advance to your 
immediate supervisor who will then request access from the superintendent. No one is to enter any MCS facility 
without prior approval and completion of a health screening. 

● 13 days will be forgiven due to the state-mandated closure above and beyond the 6 “snow days” allowed each 
year 

● The 75% attendance rule has been waived since the state emergency was declared. 
● Districts will be allowed to adopt a balanced calendar for the 2019-2020 school year and/or begin the 2020-2021 

school year before Labor Day without having to seek additional approvals. (MCS was already granted a Labor 
Day Waiver earlier this year.) 

● Food services for students will continue. Our food delivery model established during this closure may be modified 
or extended as more information on program regulations and needs become apparent. 

● Michigan’s 3rd Grade Reading Law will not be enforced this year. That law recommended that 3rd graders who 
are behind in reading be retained in 3rd grade. 

● Evaluations of teachers and district administrators for the 2019-2020 school year are temporarily suspended. 
 

What this means for students and families so far: 

● Parents and guardians may be permitted to visit school property for the purpose of obtaining materials and 
equipment as long as they practice social distancing. MCS will plan time in the future for families to pick up 
items. No one is to enter any MCS facility without prior approval and completion of a health screening 
form. 

● Seniors across the state who are on track to graduate this year will receive their diplomas. Seniors who were 
failing a course as of March 11, 2020, must be provided an opportunity to the extent feasible to demonstrate 
learning in the subject and receive credit for the course. 

 



 
● Schools will work to support students with Individualized Education Plans (IEPs) and 504 plans to the fullest 

extent possible, including providing equal access to alternative models of instruction. More specific guidance 
from MDE will be coming next week. 

● All other students will advance to their next grade at the beginning of the next school year, assuming their school 
district determines they were on pace to advance before the shutdown. 

● All spring assessments will be waived for 2019-2020, including the Michigan Merit Examination (MME) and the 
Michigan Student Test of Educational Progress (M-STEP). High school juniors will be able to take the SAT next 
fall, and those tests will be paid for by the state. 
 

We are working with our local school districts to do everything we can to support and care for our community and 
families. We will be looking at everything from graduation to grading, from schedules to student progress, and from 
academics to the emotional well-being of our children. Nothing is “business as usual.” These are difficult times, and we 
will work to make the coming months as supportive and productive as possible for our students. 

We greatly appreciate your support and understanding. We will continue to communicate with you as plans become more 
solidified and additional answers become available. We encourage you to watch for future district communications, and 
check our website often.  

In the meantime, please continue focusing on taking care of yourself and your loved ones. 
 

Take care and stay safe, 

Kevin B. Upton  
Interim Superintendent  
Manchester Community Schools  

 

https://www.manchesterschools.us/

