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March 18, 2020 
 
Dear Manchester Community Schools Parents/Guardians, 
 
The unprecedented emergency school closure in response to the rapidly evolving COVID-19 public health crisis has 
created many areas of uncertainty for the nation's school communities. Please be aware of the information below as we 
continue to move forward. Understand that this situation is fluid and therefore our state of preparedness is ever changing. 
Visit the district COVID-19 Updates page for additional information. 

 
● Students that need food are being fed. Thank you to our amazing food service team! More information can be 

found here: http://bit.ly/feedmcs 
 

● All buildings are being deep cleaned. Thank you to our wonderful facilities and maintenance team! 
 

● At this point in time, students are not required to remotely complete the curriculum. Chromebooks and online 
courses will remain active and students can continue working. This action aligns with our peers and with the 
guidance of the educational authorities. There are some useful parent/guardian resources for K-12 enrichments 
activities posted on the MCS district COVID-19 Updates webpage. 
 

● It is illegal to provide anything less than equitable access to education for all children in our district. All of the 
children within our community do not have access to the internet at home. We have been informed that if our 
schools provide virtual instruction, the district is responsible for ensuring that all students have internet access. 
Therefore, any work completed, until further notice, will be considered as "engagement' or ‘enrichment’ activities.  
 

● Students with disabilities must be treated the same as their general education peers to the maximum extent 
possible, including access to virtual or distance instruction. If schools elect to continue instruction remotely, they 
must take steps to ensure that students with disabilities receive that instruction in a manner consistent with current 
or amended IEPs, including, as necessary, the provision of any related services.  

 
● The State of Michigan has requested a federal waiver to eliminate the requirement for the 2020 state standardized 

assessments. 
 

Our school leadership team is crafting a Learning Continuity Plan (LCP) that will help to address the litany of issues we 
will continue to face while implementing a remote learning environment. The future holds many uncertainties for our 
nation's school systems and the respective calendar of events. However, I am certain that our community will continue to 
protect and educate all of the children we serve. Please take care and be well. 
 
  
Sincerely, 
Kevin B. Upton  
Interim Superintendent  
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